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For more than 50 years, the Association of Defense
Communities (ADC) has served as the national voice
for the communities that support America’s military
installations and missions. As the national security
environment grows more complex and as pressures

on installations and surrounding communities intensify,
it is increasingly clear that military readiness is shaped

not only within the fence line but by the strength and
resilience of the communities beyond it.

National Security
Starts at Home"
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ADC'’s National Security Starts at Home policy agenda reflects this reality, recognizing that infrastructure,
workforce, quality of life, and local capacity are essential components of readiness, resilience, and long-
term mission assurance. Informed by sustained engagement with communities, federal partners, and military
stakeholders over the past year, ADC is proud to advocate for our 2026 policy agenda.

Protect Key DOW Offices

Ensure sustained funding for legacy programs and
offices that enable vital military-community collaboration
essential to ensuring installation, mission and military
family readiness. The programs include:

Office of Local Defense
Community Cooperation (OLDCC)

Housed within the Office of the Assistant Secretary

of War for Energy, Installations and Environment,
OLDCC is the key joint planning office within DOW that
supports the readiness and resiliency of both defense
installations and defense communities. OLDCC provides
technical and financial assistance to communities,
states, and territories invested in the defense mission,
and manages key programs including the Defense
Community Infrastructure Program (DCIP), the Military
Installation Resilience Program (MIRR), and Public
Schools on Military Installations program.

Learn more at:
Defensecommunities.org/securitystartshere

Readiness & Environmental
Protection Initiative (REPI)

REPI preserves military missions by supporting cost-
sharing agreements between the military services,
other federal agencies, state and local governments,
and private conservation organizations to avoid

land use conflicts near military installations, address
environmental restrictions that limit military activities,
and increase resilience to environmental hazards.

Defense State Liaison Office (DSLO)

Housed under the Office of the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of War for Military Community and Family
Policy, the DSLO provides state policymakers with
insight into priorities affecting military families and
their quality of life. Activities include providing
reliable information and research, and assistance with
legislation at the state level.




Expand Critical Military-
Community Partnership
Authorities & Programs

As the challenges facing our installations and defense
communities continue to evolve so must the tools that
we use to address them. From critical on and off base
infrastructure and joint land use planning to housing,
military child education and spouse employment,
enhancing key partnership programs and authorities
will help ensure our military remains mission ready.

Defense Community
Infrastructure Program (DCIP)

Expand and adapt DCIP to address evolving defense
community needs, targeting $150 million annually to
reduce the significant backlog of projects.

Intergovernmental Support
Agreement Authority (IGSA)

Expand and modernize IGSA authority by adopting
ADC’s legislative proposal that would expand the
authority to other federal agencies including the Coast
Guard and National Guard, unlock additional funding
sources such as MILCON, environmental funds, and
working capital funds, and expand the scope of
allowable services to include construction and broader
infrastructure support.

Learn more at:

Defensecommunities.org/securitystartshere

New Defense Community
Centric Quality-of-Life Efforts

Establish a new Defense Community Support Program
modeled on the DCIP program but designed to invest
in and incentivize community and state level programs
that address key quality of life challenges for military
families, including housing, spouse employment,
education, childcare, workforce development, and
recruitment.

Improve access to affordable quality housing for military
families by adopting the Low-Income Housing for
Defense Communities Act (H.R. 308).

REPI Authority

Adopt the Incentivizing Readiness and Environmental
Protection Integration Sales Act of 2025 amendments
(H.R. 1083 & S. 439) to the REPI authority which expands
participation in the program by offering tax incentives to
landowners.

Together, these priorities strengthen the
partnership between installations and communities,
ensuring that national security truly starts at home.

Want to Learn More?

Contact ADC Executive Director Matt Borron at
matt@defensecommunities.org or visit
https://defensecommunities.org/securitystartshere/
for more information on how to get engaged.




